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TTHHEE CCEENNTTEERR OOFF EEXXCCEELLLLEENNCCEE DDIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTEESS ““TTHHEE

NNUUCCLLEEAARR,, BBIIOOLLOOGGIICCAALL,, CCHHEEMMIICCAALL TTEERRRROORRIISSMM

((NNBBCCTT)) EEVVEENNTT”” CCDD--RROOMM

The Center of Excellence in Disaster Management 
& Humanitarian Assistance, a World Health 
Organization Collaborating Center for Humanitarian 
Civil-Military Cooperation, is a unique and visionary 
partnership of three Pacific resources: The U.S. 
Pacific Command (USPACOM), the Tripler Army 
Medical Center, and the University of Hawaii. This 
partnership is the only model currently available to 
answer the mandate of education, training, and 
research in Operations Other Than War (OOTW), 
specifically, disaster management, humanitarian 
assistance, and NBCT events. 

In December 1996, the Center of Excellence 
hosted a conference in Honolulu, HI, on Medical 
Consequence Management of Biological, 
Chemical, Radiation, and Terrorist Events.  
Through the use of lectures, Tabletop Exercises, 
and interactive sessions, key military and civilian 
emergency managers were provided the 
opportunity to come together to discuss relevant 
issues and focus on crisis/consequence manage-
ment and mitigation actions unique to these events. 

“The Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Terrorism 
(NBCT) Event” CD-ROM is the multimedia 
“proceedings” of that conference. This CD-ROM 
attempts to disseminate the information presented 
at the conference using digital multimedia 
technology. It distills the content of the original 
program into an interactive learning opportunity, 
containing both the lectures and scenarios 
presented at the conference. This CD is intended 
for those with some basic knowledge in emergency 
and disaster management, as well as some 
experience in NBC response. 

For additional information about the Center of 
Excellence, or to request a copy of the NBCT Event 
CD-ROM, please contact: 

The Center of Excellence in Disaster Management 
& Humanitarian Assistance 
1 Jarrett White Road (MCPA-DM) 
Tripler Army Medical Center, HI  96859-500 
Tel:  (808) 433-7035 / Fax: (808) 433-1757. 

SSTTUUDDYY IIDDEENNTTIIFFIIEESS PPOOTTEENNTTIIAALL BBEEHHAAVVIIOORRAALL

RREESSPPOONNSSEESS TTOO AACCTTSS OOFF TTEERRRROORRIISSMM

A recently released study titled “Behavioral 
Response to Chemical and Biological Terrorism” 
identifies potential human behavioral responses to 
acts of chemical and biological terrorism. The study 
was conducted in support of the recent New York 
B.A.D (Biological Agent Drill) exercise. 

The study opens with a hypothetical scenario 
concerning the terrorist use of a WMD on domestic 
soil. The study progresses through a brief review of 
the Cold War legacy and international politics as a 
prelude to the author’s assessments regarding the 
current WMD threat.  Included in this portion of the 
study is the author’s observation that mitigation and 
response planning must also consider the 
sociological outcomes and behavioral challenges 
resulting from a terrorist use of a WMD.  The author 
describes the behaviors commonly attributed to the 
masses in response to disaster situations. He 
identifies this commonly held perception as the 
“disaster mythology.”  Relying on 35 years of 
sociological research on behavioral responses to 
disaster, the author attempts to debunk the 
common beliefs of “disaster mythology”. Rather 
than showing the generally perceived tendency for 
the depravity of mankind to emerge during 
disasters, he concludes the research shows that 
community first responders remain on the job, 
upholding their responsibilities, and disaster 
survivors emerge ready to respond to each other’s 
needs. 

In addition, the author identifies the need for 
emergency planners at all levels to consider 
behavioral responses as part of the planning 
process.  Using historical examples of emergency 
responses to a variety of disaster events, he 
identifies strengths and weakness in the response 
efforts and makes recommendations on how to 
ensure an effective response is coordinated and 
implemented. 

To obtain a copy of the study, or for information 
about the author, please contact: 

Dr. Elmer May or Mr. Greg Palomares at (703) 
237-8061. 



The MMST System Information Bulletin 

2

EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

The RPI MMST Support Team continues to expand 
and strengthen our association with vendors.  
Several companies offering equipment of potential 
use to MMST System response have recently 
contacted us. In our effort to continue “Sharing the 
Knowledge,” it is our pleasure to pass this new 
information on.  Enclosed you will find copies of the 
data we have received on several new products.  
As we have previously indicated, we are distributing 
this information to assist you in your equipment 
identification process; however, no recommend-
ations or endorsements are implied. 

NBC Agent Detection

As the RPI Team continues its technical support to 
the MMST System Development cities, we have 
noticed that one item in particular is appearing on 
the DoD training equipment lists. That item is the 
Improved Chemical Agent Detector (ICAD).  To 
ensure everyone is aware of this item, we have 
included it for your information. 

The ICAD simultaneously detects nerve, blister, 
blood, and choking agents at pre-set NATO 
threshold levels, providing both audible and visual 
alarms.  Detection capability is through dual 
electrochemical cells.  

Weighing 8 ounces, the ICAD is lightweight and 
only slightly larger than a cigarette pack. It is easy 
to operate, requiring only minutes of training time.  
The ICAD may be configured for point or remote 
sensing, may be vehicle mounted or carried by 
personnel, and offers extended operating time (up 
to 4 months of continuous operation). 

For additional product information, please refer to 
the ETG, Inc. web site at: www.envtech.com, or 
contact: 

Environmental Technologies Group, Inc. 
ATTN:  Mr. Scott Goetz  
1400 Taylor Ave. 
Baltimore, MD  21284-9840 
Tel: (410) 321-5370  

EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

New Vendor Information

We have received information from two vendors 
offering equipment that may be of interest to you as 
you continue your MMST System Development 
process. 

Colt Safety, Inc. is an 18-year-old company that 
warehouses and distributes Personnel Protective 
Equipment (PPE), Fall/Rescue Protection Equip-
ment, First Aid Equipment, Gas Detection 
Equipment, and Plant Protection Equipment.  
Safety Technologies, Inc., a subsidiary firm, pro-
vides repair, maintenance, and calibration services 
for the Colt Safety, Inc. equipment line, as well as 
training for key Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) programs. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Colt Safety, Inc. 
Christine J. Bierman, President and CEO 
8300 Manchester Road  
St. Louis, MO  63144 
Tel:  (314) 961-4414, Fax (314) 961-9166 

International Sensor Technology (IST) provides 
toxic and combustible gas monitors for area air 
quality and safety applications, utilizing the 
following sensors:  IST’s patented solid state 
sensor; Infrared (IR) sensors; Photoionization 
Detector (PID) sensors; Electrochemical (EC) 
sensors; and Catalytic Bead sensors.  IST 
manufactures both the sensors and the 
instrumentation used to detect more than 150 
different toxic and combustible gases. 

For additional information, please refer to the IST 
web site at:  www.gotgas.com, or contact: 

International Sensor Technology 
3 Whatney 
Irvine, CA 92618-2824 
Tel: (800) 478-4271 or (714) 452-9000 
Fax: (714) 452-9009  
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GGEENNEERRAALL IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

The RPI MMST Support Team has received 
information regarding the Third Annual Emergency 
Medical Preparedness Educational Symposium 
sponsored by the Veterans Administration.  The 
conference is being held at the Desmond Hotel in 
Albany, NY, September 22 to 24, 1998. 

This year the conference is titled “It’s Not If…It’s 
When Disaster Strikes.”  Topics include Review of 
the Operations in Response to the Bombing of the 
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Trends 
in Modern Terrorism, Chemical Terrorism, and 
Biological Terrorism. 

For complete conference information, please 
contact: 

Dr. Paul D. Kim, MD 
Area Emergency Manager 
Tel: (518) 462-3311, ext., 2364 
Or: 

Ms. Donna Lewis 
Operations Coordinator 
Tel: (518) 462-3311, ext., 3059 
Or write to: 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Samuel S. Stratton 
VA Medical Center 
113 Holland Ave. 
Albany, NY  12208 

Please mark your correspondence: 
ATTN:  Dr. Kim, or Ms. Lewis. 

WWEEBB SSIITTEESS OOFF IINNTTEERREESSTT

U.S. Army Research Institute of Infectious 
Diseases (USAMRIID) 
http://www.usamriid.army.mil

Center of Excellence 
http://coe.tamc.amedd.army.mil

Center for Emergency Medicine 
http://www.pitt.edu/~cemwp

Special Operations (NBC Information) 
http://www.specialoperations.com

Emergency Response & Research Institute 
http://www.emergency.com

LLIISSTT OOFF EENNCCLLOOSSUURREESS

ETG, Inc. ICAD information 

Colt Safety, Inc. 

International Sensor Technology  














